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Accordingto U.S. Cenusdaa, every 10-year cycle, fewer 2ndand 3rd generation
Hungaiansclaim thar ethnic identity. From 1990to 200Q the nunber of people
claming Hungaian ancestry fell by more than 200000, redudng the Hungaian
American popuktionto 1.4 Million. At thisrate of decline, theHungaian American
community isin dange of disappearing altogeher within the next few generations

When we examinewhat leads to this disturbing trend, it is clear tha a combination of
complex factors - some community related, some environmental - are to blame.

For example, statistics show that fewer Hungaiansare teaching Hungaian to thar
Hungaian American children. According to the 2000 Census data, only 7% of
Hungarian parentsteach their children the languagein theU.S. (1000000f 1.4
million) Thisisimportant because language skills are often seen as a primary predictor of
the development of strong,longterm ethnic ties.

In addition, in al ethnic communities, thefurthe one gets away fromthefirst
immigrants, theweaker the ethnic tie becomes unless the family makes ethnicity an
integral pat of daly life and repeatedly exposes youngpeople to direct ethnic
expeiencestha arereinforced. Thisisbecomingrare.

There are also environmental factorsto consder. Whereasin the 20" century, Hungaian
American communities were often created easily aroundajobBlike amine- or based on
anew wave of immigration, today presents a much different reality. In addition, as
Hungaian Americans became more finandally successful they often moved out of the
old neéghbohoodandinto anew community. This meant tha both communities and
familiestha were once closaly linked to oneanother were now separated.

A numbe of other factors have also contributed to the dilution of ethnicity:

family members (often thefirst immigrants) pass away,

marriageto nonHungaians (who are interested in passing on their own roots),
lack of local community or inditution (ex: church, Scouts, school),

limited time, energy and money for thefamily to focusonthisas apriority,
ashortage of educationd tools and/or approaches to engage theyounggeneration,
and afailureto effectively utilize new channds of communication.
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Althoughthere are programs aroundthe county to hdp cultivate and maintain Hungaian
ethnicity BtheHungaian Scouts is oneexcellent example Bmany of them focuson



Hungaian Americanswho already have Hungaian languaye skills. Thisleavesalarge
pat of our popuation untouched, and therefore at risk of benglog to the community. In
addition, finding Hungaian Americanswho are nat affiliated with alocal community has
become like finding aneedle in ahaystack. We have our work cut outfor us Thegod
of the Pass It On... project isto create ways to reach this unde-served and disconnected
portion of our community and find ways to reverse this trend.

Goals of the project

ExposEE ducateE EngageéEE volveE

Throughthe Pass it On... project, we hopeto identify ways to reach the youth and
conneet / re-connect 2ndand 3rd generation Hungarianswith ther ethnic backgroundto
strengthen ties to ther ethnicity (so they toowill passit onE) . This entails identifying
Git-riskOmembers of the community and engaging them in learning abouttheir ethnicity,
thereby moving them down the continuum

Moving Down the Continuum

Notolimited Someinterest Workingto Findingways Goal: strong

awarenessof  butmay not learn (andto to hdp pass ethnic identity,

ancestry know where passit on) itonto others active pat of
or howto start community

In order to accomplish this task, there are several smaller issues we need to address:

1) Determinewha comprises ethnic identity

2) Determinethemog effective waysto strengthen ethnicity

3) Identify some Git-riskOgroupsto target within the community

4) Create new ways to reach outto the communityEe specialy theyouth

5) Look at existing programs we can modd (bath within the Hungaian community and
in other ethnic groupy

6) Get theentire community involved in ahigh-level awareness campagn

1) What comprises ethnic identity?

Ethnic identity isloosely defined as a connection to a county, a shared history and
culture. Althoughthere are a nunber of factors that can define ethnic identity or
ethnicity, | have focused on4 major and 2 additional factorsfor Pass it on...



Language
¥ Languaeis often seen asa primary indicator of ethnicity

For Hungaians ourlanguajeis an especially strong bonddueto theuniqueness and
complexity of thelanguaye It can aso act as an inhibitor to reaching the community
because lack of Hungaian knowledgeoften prevents people from attending programs.

Culture
¥ Art, dance, musgc, literature, folk art

Since language skills are notrequired to enjoy many cultural programs, thisisavital
component to the success of this project. Hungaian cultural programs are awondeful
way to build pride and connect with someonewho may have log touch with his’her
Hungaian roots. In addition, musc, folk-danangand art, in particular, are easy waysto
start exposng very youngchildren to ther culture.

History
¥ Undeastanding and having pridein Hungaian history (the Revolution of 1956)
¥ Stories passed on throughfamilies, legends(the women of Eger)
¥ Stories, legend, myth, song(JanosVitez)

To reach theHungaian American community, it isimportant to teach notonly Hungaian
history, butalso Hungaian-American history. Withoutstrongties, it isunlikely that a
teenager will beinterested in hearing how St. Stephen broughtChristianity to Hungay,
buthe may beinterested to hear aboutthe Darr Minedisaster in Penngylvania or the
events of the 1956Revolution and how 35000Hungaianscameto livein Americaas a
result. If we can get them interested in Hungaian American history, Hungaian history is
jugt onemore step down the continuum

Religion
¥ Commontraditions shared characteristics, similar behavior
¥ Membership in aHungaian church

According to theold Hungaian expression Gatemplom es az iskola,Oother than the
family, the source of Hungaian identity springsfrom church and school. Itisno
accident that the strongest areas of Hungaian community have churches as part of ther
infrastructure. The question becomes, in communities where no church exists, how can
we duplicate at |east some of what is provided by the school and church in this area?

2 important, additiond factorsE

Family traditions/ Hungarian traditions
¥ Holidays (howdo they differ from Americ~an holiday traditiong
¥ Experience, exposure, heritage (wha you@ handed down)



Family traditionsand Hungaian holiday traditionsare an important way to passon
culture and history to thenext generation. Despite some of thechdlenges tha may be
faced later (such as marriageto a non-Hungaian, limited community involvement, etc)
exposng children at ayoungage and repesting it over time Bfor example, Mikulas on
12/6 and locsolas on Easter - can form alasting impression tha islikely to be passed on
to the next generation with little effort.

Food/ Gadronomy
¥ Memory of Nagymami cooking nokelli in thekitchen
¥ Special family recipes
¥ Community cooking classes

Foodis more than jus nouishment. It can connect families, generations and
communities and can be the center of a powerful multi-generationd experience if Mom
and Nagymami are teaching thar daughter / granddaughter how to make begli or
pdacsintafor Christmas. Cooking togeher or passing on recipes alows family to pass
on culture and traditionsfrom onegeneration to the next throughthe memorable aromas
and unigueethnic tastes tha are discoveredEnot to mention thefunin thekitchen. This
should not be undeestimated as an important and effective way to connect or reconnect
people to ther Hungaian background

2) Strengthening components of ethnic identity

In order to strengthen ethnic ties, we mus do more than jug expos Hungaian
Americans butfind ways to reinforce thelessonsand continueto move people down the
coninuum Thefollowingisalist of waysto strengthen ethnic ties and build onthe
initial first step in this process.

Direct involvement
¥ Travelingto Hungay and surroundingregion
¥ Speskingthelanguage consistently at home
¥ Having aconsstent source of Hungaian information and influence

Community infradructure

Cserkesz troop (Hungaian curriculum and community)
Church

Hungaian school

Local Hungaian organizations(civic, religious eductiond)
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Consistent exposure

Variouseduationd tools and experiences

Community or family reinforcement

Local radio shows (where available)

Hungaian American newspgpe's (LA, Chicago)
Hungaian books concerts, poans trandated into English
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¥ Enocourage Hungaian American students to research and write aboutHungaian
topicsin school

Reinforcement
¥ Family members
¥ Loca organizations
¥ Nationwide organizations
¥ Interndiond events

If noformal community exists to provideinfrastructure and reinforcement, we mug find
ways to hdp Hungaian Americanscreate ther own.

3) Targeting Od-riskOcommunities

Thefollowingisalist of 3 communities| propose we focusonto hdp reverse thetrend
and bring Hungaian Americans back into the community.

2nd generation Hungarian-Americans (who do not speak the language

¥ Build ontraditions
o Holidays, Grandnother@recipes

¥ Educe paents alongwith thar kids
o Multi-geneationd tools & activities

¥ Create easy waysto hdp paents passit onto ther children
o Hungaian cookbookwith kids festivals for thewhole family, playgroups

kids school, weekend school or programs

Young 3rd generation Hungarian-Americans (Toddlers to teens)
¥ Exposgthem fromayoung age
o Coloring books videos weekend Hungaian schod, Playgroups
¥ Usetools and new mediathey are interested in
o Games, community webgtes, comic books trading cards etc
¥ Findwaysto directly expose them
o Travel to Hungay (with parents), participae in organized programsin
Hungay, visit Hungaian museums where available, attend Itt Ott, Magyar
Tanya, local festivals

Non-Hungarian spouses
¥ Findwaysto engagethem, involve them in the community
o English-languaye programming and resources
o Awarding O-Iungalan by Osmosds,Oor Mog Supportive Spouse, Oor
(Honorary HuszarOawardsto make them feel part of the community

4) Create new waysto reach out to the young community

To reach theyoungest generation of Hungaian Americans we mug utilize effective
communication tools and create new educationd materials to reach them. | propose we



use multimedia tools and create avirtud community site. Not only does this providea
welcome forum to speak to them in their @wn languaye Obut it also allows usto reach
many more Hungaian Americans who may live where no formal Hungaian community
exists. Thefollowingisabrief description of four projects we are currently undetaking:
a community webdte and three educationd tools.

Hungarian American Community Site

www. TheGulyadPot.com

Establish a community webste throughthe Hungaian American Codition (HAC) to:
present information on all organizationsin oneplace (respected resource), collect local
Hungaian American history (involving many people and organizationg and alow a
networking site dedicated to our community.

By working with local representatives of all HAC member organizations our god with
www.TheGulyasPot.comisto create a Site where: important resource material is poded,
users create some of the content (such as the Hungarian American history project) and
also have a space for their own soda neworking (similar to aHungaian American
Facebook or MySpece).

Depending on who makes the gulyas, this soup or stew has many different ingredients,
butit isalways assodated with Hungay. By usngthename, the Gulyas Pot, we convey
a sense of fun butalso accomplish an educationd god by teaching Hungaian Americans
the correct spdling and pronungation of thistraditiond Hungaian dish.

Multi-generational Educational Tools

While the community webste abovecreates a virtud community, thegod of the multi-
generationd teaching tools beow is to create a mini-community within thefamily. 1f 2™
generation mothers are learning alongwith ther young3™ generation kids, a shared (and
oftentimes, repeated) learning experience can form a lasting impression for both
genegations When theHungaian grandpaents comein for avisit, adifferent learning
experience will occur as each generation has different storiesto share. Thisisall about
planting the seeds but also finding ways to reinforce thelessonsacross

generationsEw ithoutaformal community, thisis oneapproach to consder.

OKs MajomODVD (Lauer Learning)

Create aDVD tha introduces basic languaye and concepts (al phabet, numbers, words)
throughpodry, musc, artwork, puppéry and entertainsthroughpuppé skits, making of
mudcal ingruments, digital images, comedy, pictures, etc. An activity guidewill also be
indudel so tha parents and grandpaents can interact with ther children onthe same
themes and topics and reinforce the teachingsfrom Kis Mgom. (This conacept is based
ontheBaby Eindein series.)

OAMBCsand 123sof HungaryObook (Lauer Learning)

Introduce kids (alongwith ther parents) to Hungaian traditions(ex: Mikulas, Husveti
locsolas, stb), favorite Hungaian tales and songs and at the same time, teach the
aphad, nunmbes 1-10, colors and shgpes. Each page of thebookwill have educationd



nugges for children of variousages. For example, while youngchildren learn shagpes and
colorson apaticular page, older kidswill learn to tell time and be able to recognize a
Munkacsy panting in the background. Additiond educationd reference material will be
available in the back for kidsand parents who wish to learn more.

Multi-generational Cookbookfor Kids(Lauer Learning)

Create a Hungaian cookbooktha involves the entire family with making traditiond
foods Throughouttherecipes, there will be small eductiond nuggés, like the story of
paprika, why people ate lard in the 50s etc. Wedl also indudea place for people to
ingert special recipes and family favorites to make this bookther own.

5) Examples in Hungarian American Community we can build onE

There are many successful programs already in existence tha hdp reach our community
in different ways. Thisisby nowmeansacomprehensve list, butabeginning. Please
share any other relevant examples you may know about

Cserkeszet / Hungarian Scout Assodation Byear-long programs focused on language
history and culture (focus on Hungarian language)

Summer Scout camp, Hungaian curriculum, local community projects
Membership Numbers - Worldwide4,000,US 2,000

Largest hubsare Cleveland, OH, NJand NY, andLosAngdes, CA

Denver, CO Bpaentsjud created a new troopfor ther kids To reach further into
the community, they are also sponring bilingud programs for English-speaking
kidsto beoffered alongsdethetraditiond Scout program for Hungaian speakers.
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Minnesota Community

Thesmall but active Minnesota community creates goodtools like a coloring bookto
teach youngkidsaboutEaster traditions In addition, agroupof 2™ generation
Hungaian Americansin OnixedOmarriages created a Kids Club, where playful
educiond activities are created for youngkidsto learn some Hungaian, folk songs etc.

Students without Boundaries (Toronto, Canada) Honismereti Tabor (Rakoc
Foundation)

150teens(al Hungaiansliving beyondbarders), 15 teachers (program alums)
To dae, 1,500teenshave gore throughprogram

10-day-longtrip, 3 centers within Hungay Drotate locations

Budgé is approximately $10Q000

application process B 3-5 page essays, advertised in local pgpers

Last few years, the Hungaian govenment also hdped suppott this project

K K K KK K

NOTE: There are other programs that involve tours of Hungary and the region.

|tt Ott (MBK)
A 35-year-old, multi-generationd tradition conssting of aweek-long summer program in
Lake Hopg Ohio, which focuses on Hungaian culture and current events, atabortuz



(campfire), some Engish-languaye programs, a week-long children® program and
church services.

Magyar Tanya (PA)
¥ Started by 10 familieswho pooled ther resources
¥ Physca location conssts of alarge hous, pond,pool, hotel roons, bdlroom,
kitchen (outdoorand indoo)), etc.
¥ Work in English wherever they can - Hungaian day in July, newdetter in English
¥ Poetry night, 1848and 1956 Commemorationsall in Hungaian

Hungarian Heritage Experience Summer Camp (William Penn)

Oneweek in Augug (2" week) at acollege campusnear Somerset, PA
Tuition charged, butminimal

Used to befocused on languaye, now it@ more focused on culture
Tryingto actively recruit more youngpeople to attend
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Hungarian Sunday Schools

These programs are scattered throughoutthe US. They oftentimes create thar own
educationd materials and will sometimes offer English-language programming for non
Hungaian speskers.

Hungarian Museums
¥ Cleveland Hungaian Heritage Mussum Bhods a lecture series aboutHungaian
topics and historical characters, they also jug annaunced an interactive learning
program tha indudes gathering folklore and preserving it throughoral history
interviews poged to their webgte
¥ Other Hungaian Museums are located in Passaic, and New Brunswick, NJ

American Hungarian Foundation (Gus Molnar, New Brunswick, NJ)
¥ Hungaian Heritage Museum (exhibits, educationd programs)
¥ largeand successful fundraising opeation
¥ Recognizes Hungaian American leadership by presenting theannud George
Washington and Lincoln Awards

Program Examplesfrom Other Cultures

In an effort to gather research on thebest practices in passing on ethnicity, we are also
gahering effective examples from othe cultures tha we may be able to replicate within
our community. Please share any examples you may have.

In researching this topic, two sets of examples stood out Oneconceptisto create a
weeklongcelebration in acentral location, and provide people the oppotunity to
celebrate every magjor hdiday in person, asagroup over the course of that week. For
example, a 10-day Jewish camp hdd in Szarvas, Hungay, provides teensfromall around
theworld religiousand cultural ingruction. Every day isadifferent holiday. Another
example, the Plum Village, is an annud weeklong camp organized in France for



Vietnamese people living across Europe It isan opportunity to come together and
celebrate every magjor hdiday in person and learn aboutVietnamese culture, languaye,
history and traditions

Another interesting ideais the creation of a school to keep an ethnic community united.
There are two recent examples of thisin the Arlington, VA areabonefor the Bolivian
community, the other for Mongoians Both are tuition based and offer classes onthe
weekendsto teach aboutthe sites, soundsand cusoms of thar counties. They are parent
organized and family focused. TheBolivian school (which has 150 students) has recently
expandel course offeringsto indude parenting classes, |leadership training and college
prep for any Latin American students. Its gods are to keep families united through
language and to boog literacy and achievement.

6) Get the entire Hungarian American Community involved in a high-
level awareness campaign

Building onthe worldwide exposure Hungay andlocal Hungaian American
communities received for last year@® 50" anniversary of the 1956 Revolution, we can
continueto keep Hungay and our ethnicity in thespotight Here are afew examples of
upaming programs/events we can al build uponin ourlocal communities:

o 2007DBCompleted survey of Hungaian American Community

o 2009- Year of Hungaian Culturein theU.S.

o 2010DPecswill bethe Cultural Capital of Europe

o 2012BbHungay will bePresident of EU

Thisisimportant because if we can keep Hungay in the news acrossthe U.S., we may
ingpire Hungaian Americanswho are not affiliated with alocal community to join us

Call to Action

This pgper presents many different ideas tha we as a community mug begin thinking
aboutin earnest if we hopeto reverse thetrend and reclaim los Hungaian Americans
As acommunity, we mug find ways to work togeher to pool resources, identify best
practices, find new ways to reach outto Hungaian Americansof all ages and re-energize
some programs and community members. Thiswill bealongterm batle to connect and
reconnect log segments of the Hungaian American community, but onetha we mug
wageand we mug win. TheHungaian Americans will only surviveif 2ndand 3
geneation Hungaian Americans connect and identify with ther rich and wondeful
Hungaian culture. It isupto usto make surethishgppens

Please feel free to visit www.thegulyaspotcom and make any suggestionsor paticipae
in whatever way you can as we work togdher to passit onE
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